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On the Missouri Compromise
Thomas Jefferson
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 OVERVIEW 
Soon after the passage of the Missouri Compromise in the spring of 1820, Thomas Jefferson
wrote his reaction to a member of Congress from Massachusetts who had earlier voted
against excluding slavery from Missouri.

 GUIDED READING   As you read, consider the following questions:
• Does Jefferson agree with this legislator’s vote?
• How would you describe Jefferson’s main concern about slavery?

THANK YOU, dear sir, for the copy you have been so kind as to send me
of the letter to your constituents on the Missouri question. It is a perfect

justification to them. I had for a long time ceased to read newspapers, or pay
any attention to public affairs, confident they were in good hands, and content
to be a passenger in our bark to the shore from which I am not distant. But
this momentous question, like a firebell in the night, awakened and filled me
with terror. I considered it at once as the knell of the Union. It is hushed,
indeed, for the moment. But this is a reprieve only, not a final sentence. A
geographical line, coinciding with a marked principle, moral and political,
once conceived and held up to the angry passions of men, will never be
obliterated; and every new irritation will mark it deeper and deeper. I can say,
with conscious truth, that there is not a man on earth who would sacrifice
more than I would to relieve us from this heavy reproach, in any practicable
way.

The cession of that kind of property, for so it is misnamed, is a bagatelle
which would not cost me a second thought, if, in that way, a general
emancipation and expatriation could be effected; and gradually, and with due
sacrifices, I think it might be. But as it is, we have the wolf by the ears, and we
can neither hold him, nor safely let him go. Justice is in one scale, and self-
preservation in the other. Of one thing I am certain, that as the passage of
slaves from one state to another would not make a slave of a single human
being who would not be so without it, so their diffusion over a greater surface
would make them individually happier, and proportionally facilitate the
accomplishment of their emancipation, by dividing the burden on a greater
number of coadjutors. An abstinence too, from this act of power, would
remove the jealousy excited by the undertaking of Congress to regulate the
condition of the different descriptions of men composing a state. This
certainly is the exclusive right of every state, which nothing in the
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Constitution has taken from them and given to the general government.
Could Congress, for example, say that the non-freemen of Connecticut shall
be freemen, or that they shall not emigrate into any other state?

I regret that I am now to die in the belief that the useless sacrifice of
themselves by the generation of 1776, to acquire self-government and
happiness to their country, is to be thrown away by the unwise and unworthy
passions of their sons, and that my only consolation is to be that I live not to
weep over it. If they would but dispassionately weigh the blessings they will
throw away against an abstract principle more likely to be effected by union
than by scission, they would pause before they would perpetrate this act of
suicide on themselves, and of treason against the hopes of the world. To
yourself, as the faithful advocate of the Union, I tender the offering of my high
esteem and respect.


	Primary Source Library
	Main Menu
	Quick Tour
	Audio Library
	Listing by Author
	Listing by Title

	Print Library
	Listing by Author
	Listing by Title

	Search
	Chronological Periods
	Prehistory to 1492
	Magna Carta
	From The Travels of Marco Polo 
	Examining the Past 

	Exploring the Americas 1000-1535
	Why Explore? 
	Letter from Christopher Columbus 

	European Empires in the Americas 1500-1700
	The Founding of the Iroquois League 
	Montezuma’s Greeting to Hernán Cortés 
	The Aztec Account of the Conquest of Mexico 
	Search for Gold 
	Voyages
	Letter from Don Pedro de Zuniga 
	An Advocate of English Colonization 

	Colonial America 1607-1753
	In Jamestown 
	The Mayflower Compact 
	Anne Hutchinson’s Trial 
	Views on Liberty 
	The Poems of Sor Juana 
	German Settlements in Pennsylvania 

	Nation Building 1754-1791
	Virginia in 1759 
	Exploring Kentucky 
	About Slavery 
	Chief Logan’s Speech 
	Chief Pontiac—Orator and Warrior 
	Slavery at the End of the Colonial Period 
	On Liberty 
	Letters from a Farmer in Pennsylvania 
	Burning the Gaspée 
	The Slaves’ Appeal 
	Declaration of the First Continental Congress 
	Lexington and Concord 
	Patrick Henry Speaks to the Second Virginia Convention 
	Declaration of the Causes and Necessity of Taking Up Arms 
	Battle of Bunker Hill 
	Common Sense 
	“Remember the Ladies” 
	The Declaration of Independence 
	Washington Crosses the Delaware 
	Valley Forge 
	Surrender at Yorktown 
	Articles of Confederation 
	Northwest Ordinance 
	Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom 
	On Slavery 
	The Federalist, Paper Number 10 
	Objections to the Constitution 

	A New Nation 1789-1825
	The Constitution of the United States 
	Spelling Reform 
	Report on the Public Credit 
	Virginia Resolutions on State Debts 
	On the Constitutionality of the Bank 
	Farewell Address 
	Alien and Sedition Acts 
	Mrs. Adams Moves into the White House 
	First Inaugural Address 
	Log Cabins 
	On the Lewis and Clark Expedition 
	Burr-Hamilton Duel 
	Federalists and Democratic-Republicans 
	Act to Prohibit the Importation of Slaves 
	Embargo Act 
	Tecumseh Protests 
	The Burning of Washington 
	Public Land for Sale 
	Latin American Policy 

	The Growing Nation 1820-1860
	The Monroe Doctrine 
	Tariff Speech 
	Gibbons v. Ogden
	Song of the Erie Canal 
	A Trip on the Erie Canal 
	National Development 
	Against Extending Slavery 
	Against Restricting Slavery 
	On the Missouri Compromise 
	Slavery and the Constitution 
	Manufacturing in the South 
	Attack on Nullification 
	Memories of a Factory Girl 
	The Inauguration of Andrew Jackson 
	Workers Demand a 10-Hour Day 
	Indian Removal 
	Cherokee Nation v. Georgia 
	The Benefits of the Factory System 
	The Yellowstone River 
	Picking Cotton 
	Public Education Law 
	The Liberator 
	On Equality for Women 
	Seneca Falls Declaration 
	Women’s Rights 
	Chief Seattle’s Message 
	Traveling the Oregon Trail 
	The Alamo 
	Mountain Men in Rendezvous 
	A View of Manifest Destiny 
	Mormon Pioneers Prepare to Move West 
	The Mormon Exodus from Nauvoo 
	Mormons on the Trail 
	Mormon Pioneers Face Hardship 
	Declaration of the Mexican War 
	Critic of the Mexican War 
	The Discovery of Gold 
	American Slavery As It Is 

	Civil War and Reconstruction 1846-1877
	Independence Day Speech 
	Uncle Tom’s Cabin 
	Dred Scott v. Sanford 
	Lincoln and Douglas Debates 
	The Underground Railroad 
	John Brown at the Gallows 
	Letter from a Supporter of John Brown 
	Underground Railroad Spirituals 
	Slaves Behind Union Lines 
	Letters from a Union Soldier 
	An Unusual Telegraph 
	The Emancipation Proclamation 
	Gettysburg Address 
	Union Troops Cause Destruction 
	Second Inaugural Address 
	General Lee Says Farewell 
	Mourning President Lincoln 
	Amnesty Proclamation 
	Black Code Laws 
	On the South 
	Veto of the First Reconstruction Act 
	Scenes from the Freedmen’s Bureau Courts 
	A Report on the Ku Klux Klan 
	“Meet Brute Force with Brute Force” 
	The Impeachment of Andrew Johnson 
	Arguments for Impeachment 
	Plantation Life After the Civil War 
	Blanche K. Bruce Speaks 
	Building a Sod House 

	Reshaping the Nation 1876-1914
	On Native American Warfare 
	Native Americans Chase Buffalo Bill 
	Driving the Golden Spike 
	Violence Against Chinese Immigrants 
	Geronimo’s Plea 
	A Century of Dishonor 
	On the Cattle Trails 
	The Land Rush in Oklahoma 
	O Pioneers! 
	Rural Life on the Great Plains 
	Chinese Exclusion Act 
	Nineteenth-Century Immigration 
	On Wealth 
	Against the Convict-Labor System 
	A View of the Pullman Strike 
	Plessy v. Ferguson 
	Advertising
	On the Standard Oil Company 
	The Need for Public Parks 
	Children of Poverty in New York  
	Toward a National Style of Architecture 
	Child Labor Law in Colorado 
	Transportation and Leisure Time in New York 
	Ethnic Groups in Tenements 
	Chicago Sweatshops 
	“The Curious Republic of Gondour” 
	The Arrival of the Country Club 
	The Lives of “The Four Hundred” 
	The Corbett-Sullivan Fight 
	“Plutocracy or Paternalism” 
	Vaudeville Theater 
	The National Grange Movement 
	The Idea of Pan-American Cooperation 
	Wealth vs. Poverty 
	“Lords of Industry” 
	“Eight Hours and Nothing Less” 
	 “The Cross of Gold” 
	Woman Suffrage 
	How the Spanish Saw the Battle of Manila Bay 
	The Rough Riders in Action 
	A Soldier Reflects on the Spanish-American War 
	The United States Annexes Hawaii 
	“Hawaii Under Annexation” 
	Some Anti-Imperialist Sentiments 
	Annexing the Philippines 
	Filipinos Fight for Independence 
	Becoming a Socialist 
	Meatpacking in Chicago 
	Child Labor Laws 
	The Founding of the NAACP 
	The Beginnings of Hull House 
	Treatment of the IWW 
	Veto Message on the Literacy Test 
	Theodore Roosevelt and the “Square Deal” 
	Gentlemen’s Agreement 
	On Conservation of Natural Resources 
	The Nomination of Woodrow Wilson 
	Taft’s Foreign Policy 
	The Clayton Antitrust Act 
	African Americans Protest 

	Expansion and World War I 1914-1920
	A Declaration of War 
	General Pershing Arrives in Paris 
	“Over There” 
	All Quiet on the Western Front 
	America and World War I
	The American Soldier
	Democrats in World War I
	The Fourteen Points Speech 
	On the League of Nations
	Safeguard America!
	Americanism
	On Theodore Roosevelt
	How a Red is Made 
	Race Riots, 1919 
	The Ku Klux Klan Meets Defiance in Kansas 

	The Roaring Twenties 1920-1929
	Nationalism and Americanism
	The Radio Catches On 
	A Friend Remembers Warren G. Harding 
	Against the National Origins Act of 1924 
	“The Big Normal Majority” 
	Vanzetti’s Last Statement 
	A View of Prohibition 
	The Movies 
	Ford and the Model T 
	Harlem in the 1920s 
	“Minstrel Man” 
	Big City Crime 

	Economic Crisis and the New Deal 1929-1939
	Stock Market Crash, 1929 
	During the Depression 
	The Bonus Army 
	The Grapes of Wrath 
	“Brother, Can You Spare a Dime?” 
	First Inaugural Address 
	Social Security 
	Eleanor Roosevelt in the White House 

	World War II Era 1933-1945
	The Four Freedoms 
	A Declaration of War
	“A Day Which Will Live in Infamy” 
	Bataan and Corregidor 
	Japanese Internment in the United States 
	On the Normandy Beaches After D-Day 
	Radio Address on German Surrender
	Hiroshima
	The Holocaust 

	The Postwar World 1945-1963
	The “Iron Curtain” Speech 
	Jackie Robinson Joins the Big Leagues 
	The Truman Doctrine 
	Containment or Liberation? 
	The Korean War 
	Farewell Address to Congress
	Atoms for Peace 
	Senator McCarthy Speaks Out 
	Sputnik I 
	Organized Crime 
	Against the McCarran-Walter Immigration Act 
	Peaceful Coexistence 
	The Senate Condemns Joseph McCarthy 
	Labor and Organizing 
	On Television 
	“The Military-Industrial Complex” 
	First Voice From Space
	Inaugural Address 
	The Cuban Missile Crisis 
	On the Cuban Missile Crisis 

	Struggle for Civil Rights 1954-1976
	Brown v. Topeka Board of Education 
	Crisis in Little Rock 
	The Southern Manifesto 
	Silent Spring 
	“I Have a Dream” 
	Malcolm X Remembers 
	“To Fulfill These Rights” 
	On Black Power 
	Delano Grape Workers, A Proclamation 
	Speech at the Academy Awards 
	Prayer in the Schools 
	The “Other” Americans 
	Roe v. Wade 

	Vietnam Era 1960-1976
	Inside the Vietnam War 
	The Reality of Vietnam 
	Landing on the Moon 
	The Moon Landing
	Radical Bombings 
	Eulogy for Robert F. Kennedy
	The Invasion of Cambodia 
	Death at Kent State 
	The Port Huron Statement 
	The Impeachment of Richard Nixon 
	Nixon Resigns 

	Modern America 1976-Present
	Illegal Aliens Receive Amnesty 
	Working Longer 
	The Camp David Accords 
	The Case for Controlling Handguns 
	The Challenger Disaster 
	The Challenger Speech
	The Iran-Contra Affair 
	“Common Ground” 
	For Affirmative Action 
	Toni Morrison Wins the Nobel Prize in Literature 
	After the Cold War 
	Address to Congress on the Gulf War
	The Impeachment of Bill Clinton 
	Tobacco Companies Settle Suits 
	United States Leaders Speak to Serbian People 


	Concepts
	Civil Rights
	Magna Carta
	Virginia in 1759 
	About Slavery 
	Chief Logan’s Speech 
	Slavery at the End of the Colonial Period 
	The Slaves’ Appeal 
	“Remember the Ladies” 
	Northwest Ordinance 
	On Slavery 
	Objections to the Constitution 
	Act to Prohibit the Importation of Slaves 
	Tecumseh Protests 
	Against Extending Slavery 
	Against Restricting Slavery 
	Slavery and the Constitution 
	Cherokee Nation v. Georgia 
	Picking Cotton 
	The Liberator 
	On Equality for Women 
	Seneca Falls Declaration 
	Women’s Rights 
	Independence Day Speech 
	Chief Seattle’s Message 
	American Slavery As It Is 
	Uncle Tom’s Cabin 
	Dred Scott v. Sanford 
	Lincoln and Douglas Debates 
	The Underground Railroad 
	John Brown at the Gallows 
	Letter from a Supporter of John Brown 
	Underground Railroad Spirituals 
	Slaves Behind Union Lines 
	The Emancipation Proclamation 
	Mourning President Lincoln 
	Amnesty Proclamation 
	Black Code Laws 
	Veto of the First Reconstruction Act 
	Scenes from the Freedmen’s Bureau Courts 
	A Report on the Ku Klux Klan 
	“Meet Brute Force with Brute Force” 
	Plantation Life After the Civil War 
	Blanche K. Bruce Speaks 
	On Native American Warfare 
	Native Americans Chase Buffalo Bill 
	Violence Against Chinese Immigrants 
	A Century of Dishonor 
	Plessy v. Ferguson 
	Woman Suffrage 
	The Founding of the NAACP 
	African Americans Protest 
	How a Red is Made 
	Race Riots, 1919 
	The Ku Klux Klan Meets Defiance in Kansas 
	Vanzetti’s Last Statement 
	“Minstrel Man” 
	Eleanor Roosevelt in the White House 
	The Four Freedoms 
	Japanese Internment in the United States 
	Jackie Robinson Joins the Big Leagues 
	Senator McCarthy Speaks Out 
	Brown v. Topeka Board of Education 
	Crisis in Little Rock 
	The Southern Manifesto 
	“I Have a Dream” 
	Malcolm X Remembers 
	Eulogy for Robert F. Kennedy
	“To Fulfill These Rights” 
	On Black Power 
	Delano Grape Workers, A Proclamation 
	Speech at the Academy Awards 
	The Port Huron Statement 
	Prayer in the Schools 
	The “Other” Americans 
	Roe v. Wade 
	Working Longer 
	The Case for Controlling Handguns 
	“Common Ground” 
	For Affirmative Action 

	Court Cases
	Gibbons v. Ogden
	Cherokee Nation v. Georgia 
	Dred Scott v. Sanford 
	Plessy v. Ferguson
	Brown v. Topeka Board of Education 
	Prayer in the Schools
	Roe v. Wade

	Economics and Trade
	Why Explore? 
	Letter from Christopher Columbus 
	An Advocate of English Colonization 
	In Jamestown 
	German Settlements in Pennsylvania 
	Slavery at the End of the Colonial Period
	On Liberty 
	Letters from a Farmer in Pennsylvania 
	Burning the Gaspée 
	Articles of Confederation 
	Report on the Public Credit 
	Virginia Resolutions on State Debts 
	On the Constitutionality of the Bank 
	Embargo Act 
	Public Land for Sale 
	Tariff Speech 
	Gibbons v. Ogden
	Song of the Erie Canal 
	National Development 
	Manufacturing in the South 
	Attack on Nullification 
	Mountain Men in Rendezvous 
	The Discovery of Gold 
	Violence Against Chinese Immigrants 
	Chinese Exclusion Act 
	On Wealth 
	Against the Convict-Labor System 
	A View of the Pullman Strike 
	Advertising
	On the Standard Oil Company 
	Chicago Sweatshops 
	“Plutocracy or Paternalism” 
	The National Grange Movement 
	The Idea of Pan-American Cooperation 
	Wealth vs. Poverty 
	“Lords of Industry” 
	 “The Cross of Gold” 
	“Hawaii Under Annexation” 
	Meatpacking in Chicago 
	Child Labor Laws 
	Taft’s Foreign Policy 
	The Clayton Antitrust Act 
	Race Riots, 1919
	Ford and the Model T 
	Stock Market Crash, 1929 
	During the Depression 
	The Bonus Army 
	The Grapes of Wrath 
	“Brother, Can You Spare a Dime?” 
	First Inaugural Address 
	Social Security 
	The Truman Doctrine 
	Organized Crime 
	Labor and Organizing 
	Delano Grape Workers, A Proclamation
	The Port Huron Statement
	After the Cold War
	Address to Congress on the Gulf War
	Tobacco Companies Settle Suits 

	Exploration and Expansion
	From The Travels of Marco Polo 
	Why Explore?
	Letter from Christopher Columbus
	Montezuma’s Greeting to Hernán Cortés 
	The Aztec Account of the Conquest of Mexico 
	Search for Gold 
	Voyages
	Letter from Don Pedro de Zuniga 
	An Advocate of English Colonization
	In Jamestown
	The Mayflower Compact 
	Virginia in 1759
	Exploring Kentucky 
	Chief Logan's Speech
	On the Lewis and Clark Expedition 
	Tecumseh Protests
	Against Extending Slavery
	Against Restricting Slavery
	Indian Removal 
	The Yellowstone River 
	Traveling the Oregon Trail 
	The Alamo 
	Mountain Men in Rendezvous
	A View of Manifest Destiny 
	Mormon Pioneers Prepare to Move West 
	The Mormon Exodus from Nauvoo 
	Mormons on the Trail 
	Mormon Pioneers Face Hardship 
	Declaration of the Mexican War 
	Critic of the Mexican War 
	The Discovery of Gold
	On Native American Warfare
	Native Americans Chase Buffalo Bill
	The Land Rush in Oklahoma 
	The United States Annexes Hawaii 
	"Hawaii Under Annexation"
	Some Anti-Imperialist Sentiments 
	Annexing the Philippines 
	Filipinos Fight for Independence 
	Landing on the Moon 
	The Moon Landing
	The Challenger Disaster 
	The Challenger Speech

	Foreign Relations
	Letter from Don Pedro de Zuniga
	Alien and Sedition Acts 
	Act to Prohibit the Importation of Slaves
	Embargo Act
	Latin American Policy 
	The Monroe Doctrine 
	The Idea of Pan-American Cooperation
	How the Spanish Saw the Battle of Manila Bay 
	The United States Annexes Hawaii
	Taft's Foreign Policy
	A Declaration of War 
	General Pershing Arrives in Paris 
	The Fourteen Points Speech 
	Against the National Origins Act of 1924
	The Four Freedoms
	The “Iron Curtain” Speech 
	The Truman Doctrine
	Containment or Liberation? 
	The Korean War 
	Atoms for Peace 
	Sputnik I 
	Peaceful Coexistence 
	The Reality of Vietnam 
	The Cuban Missile Crisis 
	On the Cuban Missile Crisis 
	The Camp David Accords 
	The Iran-Contra Affair 
	After the Cold War 
	Address to Congress on the Gulf War
	United States Leaders Speak to Serbian People 

	Geography and History
	Magna Carta
	From The Travels of Marco Polo
	Examining the Past 
	Why Explore?
	The Founding of the Iroquois League 
	Letter from Christopher Columbus
	Montezuma’s Greeting to Hernán Cortés 
	The Aztec Account of the Conquest of Mexico
	Voyages
	Letter from Don Pedro de Zuniga
	An Advocate of English Colonization
	Chief Pontiac—Orator and Warrior 
	Northwest Ordinance
	Log Cabins 
	On the Lewis and Clark Expedition
	Tecumseh Protests
	Song of the Erie Canal
	A Trip on the Erie Canal 
	Indian Removal
	Cherokee Nation v. State of Georgia
	Traveling the Oregon Trail
	The Alamo
	Mountain Men in Rendezvous
	A View of Manifest Destiny
	Mormon Pioneers Prepare to Move West
	The Mormon Exodus from Nauvoo
	Mormons on the Trail
	Mormon Pioneers Face Hardship
	Declaration of the Mexican War
	Critic of the Mexican War
	Driving the Golden Spike 
	On the Cattle Trails 
	The Land Rush in Oklahoma
	Ethnic Groups in Tenements 
	Against the National Origins Act of 1924
	A View of Prohibition 
	The Truman Doctrine
	Containment or Liberation?
	The Reality of Vietnam

	Immigration
	Driving the Golden Spike
	Violence Against Chinese Immigrants
	Chinese Exclusion Act
	Nineteenth-Century Immigration 
	Ethnic Groups in Tenements
	The Beginnings of Hull House 
	Veto Message on the Literacy Test 
	Gentlemen’s Agreement 
	Against the National Origins Act of 1924
	Vanzetti's Last Statement
	Against the McCarran-Walter Immigration Act 
	Illegal Aliens Receive Amnesty 

	Industrial Growth and Technology
	Song of the Erie Canal
	A Trip on The Erie Canal
	Manufacturing in the South
	Memories of a Factory Girl 
	Workers Demand a 10-Hour Day 
	The Benefits of the Factory System 
	Driving the Golden Spike
	A View of the Pullman Strike
	Advertising
	On the Standard Oil Company
	The Need for Public Parks 
	Child Labor Law in Colorado 
	Transportation and Leisure Time in New York 
	Chicago Sweatshops
	The National Grange Movement
	"Lords of Industry"
	Meatpacking in Chicago
	Child Labor Laws
	Treatment of the IWW 
	The Radio Catches On 
	The Movies 
	Ford and the Model T
	Hiroshima
	Atoms for Peace
	Sputnik I
	First Voice from Space
	Labor and Organizing
	On Television 
	“The Military-Industrial Complex” 
	Silent Spring 
	Landing on the Moon
	The Moon Landing
	Working Longer
	The Challenger Disaster
	The Challenger Speech

	Literature, Art, and Music
	The Poems of Sor Juana 
	About Slavery
	Spelling Reform 
	Song of the Erie Canal
	The Yellowstone River
	Uncle Tom's Cabin
	Underground Railroad Spirituals
	O Pioneers!
	Rural Life on the Great Plains 
	Toward a National Style of Architecture 
	“The Curious Republic of Gondour” 
	Vaudeville Theater 
	Becoming a Socialist 
	Meatpacking in Chicago
	“Over There” 
	All Quiet on the Western Front 
	“The Big Normal Majority” 
	The Movies
	Harlem in the 1920s 
	"Minstrel Man"
	Big City Crime 
	The Grapes of Wrath
	"Brother, Can You Spare a Dime?"
	Silent Spring
	Speech at the Academy Awards
	Toni Morrison Wins the Nobel Prize in Literature 

	National Politics
	Farewell Address 
	Mrs. Adams Moves into the White House 
	First Inaugural Address 
	Burr-Hamilton Duel 
	Federalists and Democratic-Republicans 
	Against Extending Slavery
	Against Restricting Slavery
	On the Missouri Compromise 
	Slavery and the Constitution
	The Inauguration of Andrew Jackson 
	Indian Removal
	Dred Scott v. Sanford
	Lincoln and Douglas Debates
	Amnesty Proclamation
	On the South 
	Veto of the First Reconstruction Act
	"Meet Brute Force with Brute Force"
	The Impeachment of Andrew Johnson 
	Arguments for Impeachment 
	Blanche K. Bruce Speaks
	"The Curious Republic of Gondour"
	"Plutocracy or Paternalism"
	"The Cross of Gold"
	Theodore Roosevelt and the “Square Deal” 
	The Nomination of Woodrow Wilson 
	Nationalism and Americanism
	Democrats in World War I
	A Friend Remembers Warren G. Harding 
	On the League of Nations
	Safeguard America!
	Americanism
	On Theodore Roosevelt
	"The Big Normal Majority"
	Eleanor Roosevelt in the White House
	Farewell Address to Congress
	The Senate Condemns Joseph McCarthy 
	Inaugural Address 
	Eulogy for Robert F. Kennedy
	The Impeachment of Richard Nixon 
	Nixon Resigns 
	The Iran-Contra Affair
	"Common Ground"
	The Impeachment of Bill Clinton 

	Nationalism and Sectionalism
	Spelling Reform
	Alien and Sedition Acts
	The Monroe Doctrine
	Tariff Speech
	Against Extending Slavery
	Against Restricing Slavery
	On the Missouri Compromise
	Slavery and the Constitution
	Manufacturing in the South
	Attack on Nullification
	Picking Cotton
	A View of Manifest Destiny
	Lincoln and Douglas Debates
	John Brown at the Gallows
	Letter from a Supporter of John Brown
	An Unusual Telegraph 
	Gettysburg Address 
	Union Troops Cause Destruction 
	Second Inaugural Address 
	Amnesty Proclamation
	Black Code Laws
	On the South
	Veto of the First Reconstruction Act
	Scenes from the Freedmen's Bureau Courts
	"Meet Brute Force with Brute Force"
	America and World War I
	Nationalism and Americanism
	Democrats in World War I
	The American Soldier
	On the League of Nations
	Americanism
	On Theodore Roosevelt

	Progressivism and Reform
	Memories of a Factory Girl
	Public Education Law 
	On Equality for Women
	Seneca Falls Declaration
	Women's Rights
	Independence Day Speech
	The Emancipation Proclamation
	A View of the Pullman Strike
	Children of Poverty in New York  
	Child Labor Law in Colorado
	Chicago Sweatshops
	The National Grange Movement
	Wealth vs. Poverty
	"Lords of Industry"
	“Eight Hours and Nothing Less” 
	Woman Suffrage
	Becoming a Socialist
	Meatpacking in Chicago
	Child Labor Laws
	The Founding of the NAACP
	The Beginnings of Hull House
	Treatment of the IWW
	Theodore Roosevelt and the "Square Deal"
	Gentlemen's Agreement
	On Conservation of Natural Resources
	The Nomination of Woodrow Wilson
	The Clayton Antitrust Act
	African Americans Protest
	How a Red is Made
	A View of Prohibition
	First Inaugural Address
	Social Security
	Eleanor Roosevelt in the White House
	Silent Spring
	The Port Huron Statement
	Eulogy for Robert F. Kennedy
	The "Other" Americans
	Illegal Aliens Receive Amnesty
	Working Longer
	The Case for Controlling Handguns

	Religion
	Why Explore?
	Anne Hutchinson’s Trial 
	Views on Liberty 
	German Settlements in Pennsylvania
	Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom 
	On Slavery
	Traveling the Oregon Trail
	Mormon Pioneers Prepare to Move West
	The Mormon Exodus from Nauvoo
	Mormons on the Trail
	Mormon Pioneers Face Hardship
	Prayer in the Schools

	Representative Government
	The Founding of the Iroquois League
	On Liberty
	"Remember the Ladies"
	Articles of Confederation
	Northwest Ordinance
	The Constitution of the United States 
	The Federalist, Paper Number 10 
	Objections to the Constitution
	On the South
	"Plutocracy or Paternalism"
	Woman Suffrage
	The Southern Manifesto
	"To Fulfill These Rights"

	Revolution
	Anne Hutchinson's Trial
	Views on Liberty
	On Liberty
	Letters from a Farmer in Pennsylvania
	Burning the Gaspée 
	The Slaves' Appeal
	Declaration of the First Continental Congress 
	Lexington and Concord 
	Patrick Henry Speaks to the Second Virginia Convention 
	Declaration of the Causes and Necessity of Taking Up Arms 
	Battle of Bunker Hill 
	Common Sense 
	The Declaration of Independence 
	Washington Crosses the Delaware 
	Valley Forge 
	Surrender at Yorktown 
	Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom
	The Liberator
	The Alamo
	Filipinos Fight for Independence
	Radical Bombings 

	Rural and Urban Life
	Log Cabins
	Picking Cotton
	Mountain Men in Rendezvous
	Plantation Life After the Civil War
	On Native American Warfare
	Native Americans Chase Buffalo Bill
	Building a Sod House 
	On the Cattle Trails
	The Land Rush in Oklahoma
	O Pioneers!
	Rural Life on the Great Plains
	The Need for Public Parks
	Children of Poverty in New York
	Transportation and Leisure Time in New York
	Ethnic Groups in Tenements
	Chicago Sweatshops
	The Arrival of the Country Club 
	The Lives of “The Four Hundred” 
	The Corbett-Sullivan Fight 
	Vaudeville Theater
	The National Grange Movement
	The Beginnings of Hull House
	Harlem in the 1920s
	Big City Crime
	The Grapes of Wrath

	War
	The Founding of the Iroquois League
	Montezuma’s Greeting to Hernán Cortés 
	The Aztec Account of the Conquest of Mexico
	Voyages
	Chief Logan's Speech
	Chief Pontiac—Orator and Warrior 
	Slavery at the End of the Colonial Period
	Lexington and Concord
	Patrick Henry Speaks to the Second Virginia Convention
	Declaration of the Causes and Necessity of Taking Up Arms
	Battle of Bunker Hill
	Common Sense
	The Declaration of Independence
	Washington Crosses the Delaware
	Valley Forge
	Surrender at Yorktown
	The Burning of Washington 
	The Alamo
	Declaration of the Mexican War
	Critic of the Mexican War
	Slaves Behind Union Lines
	Letters from a Union Soldier 
	An Unusual Telegraph
	The Emancipation Proclamation
	Gettysburg Address
	Union Troops Cause Destruction
	Second Inaugural Address
	General Lee Says Farewell 
	Geronimo’s Plea 
	How the Spanish Saw the Battle of Manila Bay
	The Rough Riders in Action 
	A Soldier Reflects on the Spanish-American War 
	Some Anti-Imperialist Sentiments
	Annexing the Philippines
	Filipinos Fight for Independence
	A Declaration of War
	General Pershing Arrives in Paris
	"Over There"
	All Quiet on the Western Front
	America and World War I
	The Fourteen Points Speech
	On the League of Nations
	Nationalism and Americanism
	The American Soldier
	Democrats in World War I
	Americanism
	How a Red is Made
	The Bonus Army
	The Four Freedoms
	A Declaration of War
	“A Day Which Will Live in Infamy” 
	Bataan and Corregidor 
	Japanese Internment in the United States
	On the Normandy Beaches After D-Day 
	Radio Address on German Surrender
	Hiroshima
	The Holocaust 
	The "Iron Curtain" Speech
	The Korean War
	Farewell Address to Congress
	Atoms for Peace
	Senator McCarthy Speaks Out
	Inside the Vietnam War 
	The Reality of Vietnam
	Radical Bombings
	The Invasion of Cambodia 
	Death at Kent State 
	The Cuban Missile Crisis
	On the Cuban Missile Crisis
	The Camp David Accords
	Address to Congress on the Gulf War
	United States Leaders Speak to Serbian People


	User's Guide and Teaching Strategies
	User's Guide
	To the Teacher
	What are Primary Source Documents?
	Why use Primary Source Documents in your classroom?
	Introducing Students to Primary Source Documents
	Interpreting a Primary Source
	Using Primary Sources in Your Classroom
	Preparing Students for Standardized Testing
	Using Primary Source Documents and the Internet

	Teaching Strategies
	Questions/Activities
	Blackline Masters
	Primary Source Document Correlations to Glencoe/McGraw-Hill Texts
	American History: The Early Years to 1877
	American History: The Modern Era Since 1865
	The American Journey
	The American Journey: Building a Nation
	American Odyssey: The United States in the 20th Century
	History of a Free Nation
	America Is




