President Jimmy Carter
Context: Jimmy Carter was elected the 39th President of the United States in 1976. He was a Democrat, and his election followed two unpopular Republic presidents. Though his election came with high expectations, he would be voted out of office after only one term and was later remembered by his successor Ronald Reagan as a “miserable failure.”  
Directions: Please read the following short documents carefully, highlighting or underlining key words and phrases. Answer the accompanying questions below them. The goal of this exercise is for you to evaluate the positive and negative aspects of Jimmy Carter’s Presidency. 
Essential Question: Was the Presidency of Jimmy Carter a “miserable failure”? 
	Document 1


“Two Republican Administrations (Nixon and Ford) have both misused and mismanaged the powers of national government, obstructing (blocking) the pursuit of economic and social opportunity, causing unnecessary hardship and despair among millions of our fellow citizens. 
Two Republican Administrations have betrayed the people's trust and have created suspicion and distrust of government through illegal and unconstitutional actions. 
We acknowledge that no political party, nor any President or Vice President, possesses answers to all the problems that face us as a nation, but neither do we concede (admit) that every human problem is beyond our control. We recognize that the present distrust of government must be transformed into confidence, and we aim to do just that.”  

Source:  When Jimmy Carter ran for president in 1976, he appealed to voters as an outsider untouched by the scandal of the previous Republican presidents. The following excerpt is from the official Democratic Party Platform, as stated at the 1976 Democratic Convention rally. 



How does Jimmy Carter describe the previous Republican administrations of Richard Nixon and Gerald Ford?___________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What does Jimmy Carter say he will do if he is elected president? Does this sound like a good thing? ________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	Document 2
[image: image3.wmf]Source: When Jimmy Carter took office, the economic crisis of stagflation that occurred under Nixon and Ford remained a major issue. The political cartoon above, created by David Wright of the Nashville Times Dispatch in 1979, depicts the results of Jimmy Carter’s attempt to solve the economic crisis. 



What images, symbols, and characters do you see in this cartoon? ________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How does the cartoon depict Carter’s response to the stagflation crisis? Do you think he solved the problem? ___________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Document 3
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Source: Soon after taking office in 1977, Carter put forward a plan to end the nation’s dependence on foreign oil. He created the National Energy Act, which offered incentives and benefits to people who conserved energy or invested in alternate energy sources like solar power. The political cartoon above was created in late 1979 after an energy crisis caused gas prices to greatly rise. The man in the cartoon is supposed to be Jimmy Carter. 



What is the National Energy Act? Explain __________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Based on the cartoon above, was the National Energy Act successful? Explain ______________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	Document 4

“I want to speak to you first tonight about a subject even more serious than energy or inflation. I want to talk to you right now about a fundamental (important) threat to American democracy. It is a crisis of confidence. It is a crisis that strikes at the very heart and soul and spirit of our national will. We see this crisis in the growing doubt about the meaning of our own lives and in the loss of unity and purpose for our Nation.

In a nation that was proud of hard work, strong families, close-knit communities, and our faith in God, too many of us now tend to worship self-indulgence and consumption. Human identify is no longer defined by what one does, but what one owns. But we’ve discovered that owning things and consuming things does not satisfy our longing for meaning. We’ve learned that piling up material goods cannot fill the emptiness of lives which have no confidence or purpose. 

 It's clear that the true problems of our Nation are much deeper—deeper than gasoline lines of energy shortages, deeper even than inflation or recession. And I realize more than ever that as President I need your help. I know, of course, being President, that government actions and legislation can be very important. That's why I've worked hard to turn my campaign promises into law—and I have to admit, with just mixed success. But after listening to the American people I have been reminded again that all the laws in the world can't fix what's wrong with America. The erosion (decline) of our confidence in the future is threatening to destroy the social and the political foundation of America

Source: Jimmy Carter gave the following speech, titled “Crisis of Confidence,” on July 15, 1979. At this point, Carter’s approval rating had fallen to only 25%.



What does Jimmy Carter claim is the biggest threat America is facing at this time? Explain_____ ______________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The majority of Americans that heard this speech disagreed with it. Why do you think this is? __
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	Document 5
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Source: Jimmy Carter’s foreign policy was characterized by idealism and a strong desire to promote justice, equality, and human rights. Carter’s motto was “fairness, and not force,” and he preferred to use diplomacy instead of military intervention. The cartoon above was created by the conservative political cartoonist Cox and Forkum in 2008.  



How do the cartoonists seem to view Carter’s foreign policy? ____________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What are the strengths and weaknesses of a foreign policy based on “fairness, and not force”? __
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Document 6
“The high point of Jimmy Carter's presidency occurred on Monday, September 18, 1978. While Egyptian President Anwar Sadat and Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin looked on, Carter briefed Congress on the success of their thirteen-day summit at Camp David, Maryland. Stopping twenty-five times for applause, he described the first peace treaty between Israel and one of its Arab neighbors, as well as a framework for further progress toward peace in the Middle East. "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be the children of God," an emotional Carter intoned, capping two weeks of high-risk diplomacy that ended in historic achievement.
It's difficult to imagine any other American president doing what Carter did at Camp David. Most would not even have tried, and Carter's capacity (ability) for hard work, mastery of detail, moral integrity and just plain stubbornness all came into play. Though he would receive little domestic political benefit, it established Carter as a top global diplomat and has served as the inspiration for much of his work since leaving office.”

Source: In 1978, Jimmy Carter met with the leaders of Egypt and Israel to try to negotiate a treaty for peace in the Middle East. The three leaders met at the presidential mansion at Camp David, Maryland. The following excerpt is from the PBS article “Peace Talks at Camp David,” from 2012, and describes the outcome of the negotiations. 



What were the Camp David Accords? Explain _______________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Why were the Camp David Accords important? Provide at least two reasons. _______________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Document 7

“These Iranians have committed an act of war against the United States and all Carter wants to do at the moment is talk. It is time to speak with the power and the might of a first rate country instead of the wishy-washy (weak) language of diplomatic compromise.”— November 4, 1979
 “So that's what our almighty government has had up its sleeve since Day One to help our 50 brave American hostages in Iran -- a military slapstick comedy routine, played out in the deserts of Iran!”— April 25, 1980

“People have been severely criticizing Carter for doing nothing. But now when he does something and it doesn't work he is going to be severely criticized again.”—April 25, 1980
Source: On November 4, 1979, militant Iranian students stormed the U.S. embassy in Tehran, Iran’s capital, and took 66 Americans hostage. The Iranians were protesting the United States’ support for the unpopular former Iranian dictator known as the Shah. This became known as the Iran Hostage Crisis. A military rescue was eventually attempted on April 24, 1980. The military operation was a disaster that failed to rescue the hostages and resulted in the deaths of eight U.S. soldiers. The following reactions to the hostage crisis and failed rescue come from the Denver Post newspaper.  



What was the Iran Hostage Crisis? Explain. __________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Based on the Denver Post reactions, how do some Americans seem to view Carter’s actions in the hostage crisis and rescue attempt? _______________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Document 8

“Carter's record of achievement is not a bare cupboard (empty). A majority of Americans probably would still endorse most of his ideas he set forth in his first euphoric (joyful) weeks, ideas for tax reform, national health care and Government reorganization. For the most part, Carter's farm program was a great success, expanding exports (trade) and raising income for farmers. He has increased the military budget, put the new cruise missile system into planning, and persuaded NATO to make significant increases in arms and readiness. As a symbol of personal integrity and candor (honesty), he is undimmed (very successful).
Yet Carter is today a political cripple both at home and abroad because the larger issues have swamped (overwhelmed) him. Inflation and interest rates have doubled in his time. The true anguish (suffering) at home is among members of the middle class who find themselves losing ground economically. Their fear is directed at Carter. Overseas, Soviet influence massed and grew and almost everywhere shoved a clumsy and reluctant U.S. against the wall. "We feel," says Raymond Aron, the distinguished French student of foreign policy, "that American power is in decline. It is that simple and that unfortunate."
Source: The following article by Hugh Sidey titled "Assessing a Presidency,” was published in Time Magazine in 1980.



According to the document, what were some of President Carter’s successes? Name at least two. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
According to the document, what were some of President Carter’s failures? Name at least two.       __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	FINAL CONCLUSION: Was the Presidency of Jimmy Carter a “miserable failure”?
The Presidency of Jimmy Carter WAS/WAS NOT a “miserable failure” because ____________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


